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Here are the latest pro bono opportunities.  Please note that federal government attorneys do not need to be members of the DC Bar to do pro bono work in DC, as long as they are sponsored by a DC Bar member pursuant to Rule 49 (see Pro Bono Program Manager for details).  Before accepting any pro bono work, all federal employees should ask if they need to receive approval from their supervisors or ethics officers.  Employees are reminded that they are prohibited from acting as an agent or attorney for any person before any agency, department, or court in any matter in which the United States has a direct or substantial interest.  Employees should understand that, in doing pro bono work, they are acting in their individual capacity and not as representatives of their agency and should act accordingly.  Employees should be familiar with their agency Pro Bono Policy and Frequently Asked Questions.  

Special Event:  Government Pro Bono Week 2013

October 21-25, 2013
Join us to celebrate the wonderful pro bono work done by federal employees and learn how you can get involved!

Pro Bono Wills Clinic Training – Sponsored by the DC Bar Pro Bono Program and Bread for the City. When:  October 21, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Where:  Bread for the City NW, 1525 7th Street NW.  Learn to draft simple wills and to be a volunteer at the Pro Bono Wills Clinic, which is a two-part evening clinic.  Volunteers interview clients on the first evening and then have two weeks to draft the documents before returning to the clinic on the second evening to execute them with the client.  Space is limited.  For more information or to register, contact Laura Klein, Laura.F.Klein@usdoj.gov. 
Pro Bono Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon – Sponsored by the Federal Government Pro Bono Program.  When:  October 24, Noon-1:00 p.m.  Where:  U.S. International Trade Commission, 500 E Street SW, Hearing Room.  Have you done pro bono work?  Then you deserve a free lunch!  This luncheon is our way of thanking our volunteers and will feature a Keynote Address by Jessica Rosenbaum, Executive Director of the DC Access to Justice Commission.  Space is limited.  To register, contact Laura Klein, Laura.F.Klein@usdoj.gov. 

Pro Bono Cases 101 – Sponsored by the Federal Government Pro Bono Program.  When:  October 25, Noon-1:00 p.m.  Where:  Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW. Interested in taking a pro bono case but don’t know where to start?  The DOJ Pro Bono Program Manager will answer your questions.  Come learn where to get a case, what types of cases are available, and which resources are available to you.  To register, contact Laura Klein, Laura.F.Klein@usdoj.gov. 
I.  Trainings:






1.  Child Custody Training: 2-Part Series - Sponsored by the DC Bar Pro Bono Program.  When:  Tuesday, October 1 and Tuesday, October 8, 6:00-8:30 p.m.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1101 K Street NW.  Fee: $25.  This training session is designed to equip attorneys who have had little or no experience in family law matters to competently and comfortably handle custody and support matters for pro bono clients. The training will focus primarily on child custody proceedings in the District of Columbia involving indigent or low income families. Volunteers will agree to accept one pro bono child custody case from at least one of the sponsoring organizations unless the volunteer is currently handling a pro bono family law case with one of these organizations.  To register, go to http://www.dcbar.org/probono. 

2.  Special Education Representation Training – Sponsored by the Children’s Law Center.  When:  October 9, 12:30-4:30 p.m.  Where:  McDermott Will & Emery, 500 North Capital Street NW.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Be trained to represent families seeking resources for their children’s educations.  Children with special needs are entitled to certain resources by law and you can help ensure that they are getting them.  These cases offer the unique opportunity to represent a client and engage in advocacy without litigation.  This training is not hosted by the Federal Government Pro Bono Program and will not include discussion of government attorney issues.  Please consult the DOJ Pro Bono Program Manager or your agency pro bono representative for that information.  To register, go to www.childrenslawcenter.org/pro-bono-home. 

3.  Pro Bono Wills Clinic Training – Sponsored by the DC Bar Pro Bono Program and Bread for the City. When:  October 21, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Where:  Bread for the City NW, 1525 7th Street NW.  Learn to draft simple wills and to be a volunteer at the Pro Bono Wills Clinic, which is a two-part evening clinic.  Volunteers interview clients on the first evening and then have two weeks to draft the documents before returning to the clinic on the second evening to execute them with the client.  Space is limited.  For more information or to register, contact Laura Klein, Laura.F.Klein@usdoj.gov. 

4.  Caregiver Representation – Sponsored by the Children’s Law Center.  When:  Nov. 4, 1:00-5:00 p.m.  Where:  Bingham McCutchen, 2020 K Street NW.  Current and prospective pro bono attorneys are invited to learn about adoption, guardianship, and custody law and practice, and representing caregivers in these cases. The training includes presentations by experienced attorneys from Children’s Law Center.  This training includes a View from the Bench from Judge Janet E. Albert.  Participants will receive an updated electronic copy of the caregiver representation training manual. This training is not hosted by the Federal Government Pro Bono Program and will not include discussion of government attorney issues.  Please consult the DOJ Pro Bono Program Manager or your agency pro bono representative for that information.  To register, go to www.childrenslawcenter.org/pro-bono-home. 

4.  Court Tour – Sponsored by the Children’s Law Center.  When:  December 3, Noon-1:30 p.m.  Where:  DC Superior Court, 500 Indiana Avenue NW.  Join Children's Law Center for an inside view of family law practice in DC Superior Court with a tour of the courthouse, as well as a "View from the Bench" by Judge Danya Dayson.  We will meet in front of the Information Desk on the first floor. All attorneys, paralegals, etc. are welcome to attend.  To register, go to www.childrenslawcenter.org/pro-bono-home. 
5.  Landlord/Tenant Practice and Rent Control in the District of Columbia: 2-Part Series.  Sponsored by the DC Bar Pro Bono Program.  When: Tuesday, November 5 and Tuesday, November 12, 6:00-8:30 p.m.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1101 K Street NW.  Fee: $25.  These training sessions are designed to equip attorneys who have had little or no experience in landlord/tenant matters to competently and comfortably handle these matters for pro bono clients. The training will focus primarily on proceedings in the District of Columbia involving indigent or low income families.  To register, go to http://www.dcbar.org/probono. 

6.  Pro-Se-Plus Divorce Clinic Volunteer Training .  Sponsored by the DC Bar Pro Bono Program.  When:  Friday, November 15, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1101 K Street NW.  Fee: $15.  The Pro-Se-Plus Divorce Clinic is a two-part workshop to help pro se litigants better understand the divorce process in D.C. Volunteers serve as instructors on substantive and procedural divorce law during the Clinic. During the first session, volunteers will lead an informational seminar on divorce procedure in D.C. for pro se litigants. During the second session, pro se litigants will have an opportunity to fill out their divorce forms, discuss any questions they may have about the process, and to interact with individual volunteer clinic instructors for more personalized attention. The Pro-Se-Plus Divorce Clinic training is used to recruit new volunteer clinic instructors. To register, go to http://www.dcbar.org/probono.
7.  Domestic Violence Legal Clinic Civil Protection Order Training - Sponsored by the DC Volunteer Lawyers Project.  When: January 28, 2014.  Where: TBD.  This training program will provide a comprehensive overview of the process for obtaining a Civil Protection Order on behalf of a domestic violence victim in DC Superior Court. Topics covered include: dynamics of domestic violence, litigating a CPO, custody, remedies, and enforcement.  
The DC Volunteer Lawyers Project enables attorneys who are not associated with law firms to provide pro bono representation. DCVLP provides to volunteers, at no charge: malpractice coverage, conference rooms, online legal research, administrative services, and a litigation fund to cover court costs. Volunteers sign up to take CPO cases with hearings scheduled on Mondays or Thursdays, when a DCVLP supervisor will accompany them to court. CPO cases take two weeks from the time you meet your client to the date of the hearing, and generally involve 10-15 hours of attorney time, mostly outside of office hours, except for the hearing, which will be between 8:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on a Monday or Thursday.  For more information, contact Laura Klein at Laura.F.Klein@usdoj.gov or 202-353-7529.

3.  Guardian Ad Litem, Domestic Violence Civil Protection Order Case, and Representation of Foster and Adoptive Parents Trainings Available Online – Sponsored by the DC Volunteer Lawyers Project.  Attorneys who request virtual training receive the printed materials and a password to access the training area of the website. Contact Claudia Gwilliam at cgwilliam@dcvlp.org for more information.

4.  Landlord-Tenant and Family Law Trainings Available on DVD - The DC Bar Pro Bono Program professionally video recorded several of its trainings last year.  The DOJ Pro Bono Program has copies of the Landlord-Tenant Training DVD and the Family Law Training DVD which can be borrowed by federal attorneys.  For more information, contact Laura Klein at 3-7529 or by email.
II.  Clinics:
1.  DC Bar Pro Bono Program Advice & Referral Clinic – Second Saturday of each month from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Bread for the City NW, 1525 7th Street NW, and Bread for the City SE, 1640 Good Hope Road SE, respectively.  Volunteers assist low-income individuals by assessing their legal claims and giving general information and advice.  You don't take a case, so what could be easier?  No particular expertise is required; many resources onsite to help volunteers.  Nonlawyer volunteers are needed as well!  It is a fun and rewarding way to spend a Saturday morning.  Registration is required.  Various federal agencies have reserved slots each month.  Contact Laura Klein, Laura.F.Klein@usdoj.gov, if you'd like to participate.  

2.  Employment Justice Center Workers' Rights Clinic - Every Wednesday from 6-7:30 pm at Bread for the City NW, 1525 7th Street NW.  This is an advice and referral clinic for assisting low-income residents with employment issues.  Paralegals and attorneys are both needed.  You must have attended a training workshop to participate (involving an observation of the clinic and a two-hour training session).  There is a great need for lawyers and nonlawyers who speak Spanish.  Call 202-828-9675 x 13, or go to www.dcejc.org, for more information.

3.  Small Business Brief Advice Legal Clinics - The DC Bar Pro Bono Program Community Economic Development Project (CED), in conjunction with other organizations, is sponsoring a walk-in clinic to assist small, disadvantaged community entrepreneurs with general legal questions about their small businesses.   Dates and locations of the clinic for the upcoming clinics are:


- Tuesday, October 22, 2013 5 pm - 7:30 pm Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs Small Business Resource Center 1100 4th Street SW, 2nd Floor

- Saturday, November 16, 2013 9:30am - 12:00 pm DC Women's Business Center 727 15th St, NW, 10th Floor NW

- Wednesday, December 18, 2013 5 pm - 7:30 pm Department of Small & Local Business Development 441 4th Street NW 11th Floor


- Wednesday, January 15, 2014 5 pm - 7:30 pm Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs Small Business Resource Center 1100 4th Street SW, 2nd Floor


This is a brief advice and referral clinic and volunteer attorneys are not expected to provide ongoing representation.  Accountants are also needed.  The following types of questions might arise:


1.  How do I transition from operating as a sole proprietorship to a corporate or non-corporate business entity?


2.  What is the difference between an employee and an independent contractor?


3.  How do I negotiate reasonable lease terms?

A free training manual on Small Business Legal Issues is also available to volunteers.  Contact Darryl Maxwell, Managing Attorney, 202-737-4700 ext. 357, dmaxwell@dcbar.org, for more information and upcoming training dates.


III.  Nonlawyer Opportunities:

Paralegals, secretaries, and people with foreign language translation skills are needed to assist DOJ attorneys with pro bono cases.  If you would like to volunteer, email or call Laura Klein, Pro Bono Program Manager, 3-7529, to join the support staff resource pool.  I will match you with an attorney who needs assistance.  Nonlawyers are also welcome to volunteer at the DC Bar Pro Bono Program clinics.

IV.  Cases And Other Representational Work:


DC BAR PRO BONO PROGRAM ADVOCACY & JUSTICE CLINIC - A great opportunity for an attorney interested in taking a pro bono case, particularly for the first time.  The DC Bar Pro Bono Program presents us with a group of cases that are appropriate for government attorneys to handle.  Attorneys who have volunteered to participate can review the cases in advance and select which one they want to accept.  On Friday, November 1, 2013 at noon, there will be a Case Selection Meeting for registered volunteers where the attorneys will select their cases and the DC Bar staff will discuss the type of support the DC Bar provides (i.e. mentors, sample pleadings, funds for court fees, court reporters, etc.).  This meeting will be held at noon at the DOJ Professional Responsibility Advisory Office, 1425 New York Avenue NW, 12th Floor.  

At the Clinic Night on Wednesday, November 6, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. at the DC Bar, 1101 K Street NW., the attorneys will meet the prospective clients and interview them.  They also meet with their assigned mentors, who are local practitioners specializing in that area of law.  Attorneys may decide to work together as co-counsel if they would like.  Attorneys who have been practicing for a year or less must co-counsel with another attorney. Paralegal and secretarial support is also available through the DOJ Pro Bono Program.  If you can’t be at the clinic itself, it is possible to participate and to meet your client at a different time.

Attorneys can request in advance the type of case they'd like to handle (family law and landlord-tenant cases primarily, but occasionally personal injury and consumer cases are available) and the Bar will try to accommodate those requests.  Paralegals and law clerks are also encouraged to volunteer to assist an attorney with a case.

The DC Bar provides excellent resources, such as the mentors, sample pleadings, a litigation reimbursement fund, and more.  For more information or to register, contact Laura Klein, DOJ Pro Bono Program Manager, at Laura.F.Klein@usdoj.gov or 202-353-7529.

LEGAL COUNSEL FOR THE ELDERLY - Contact Shirley Williams, 202-434-2129, for more information.  Please note that cases have been renumbered here, so when contacting Ms. Williams, do not refer to case by number listed here.

1a.     PRO BONO WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY.  Please agree to handle an elderly, low-income senior’s pro bono will and powers of attorney for health care and finance. LCE will provide you sample forms and a comprehensive client interview sheet, as well as step-by-step instructions for supervising the execution of a will and advance directives.  We have a backlog of 100 clients needing assistance with wills!

1b.    PRO BONO WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY FOR HOMEBOUND SENIORS Our home visit attorney is seeking lawyers who may be interested in preparing pro bono wills and powers of attorney for homebound, frail seniors in the District of Columbia.  Please let us know if you are interested in helping her.  

1c.  PRO BONO WILL & SPECIAL NEEDS TRUST.  A low- income widower seeks a pro bono attorney to prepare a will and a special needs trust for his adult son who has Down’s Syndrome. The elderly man’s wife passed away recently, and the client has developed Parkinson’s Disease.  Please agree to help this client.
2.  LITIGATOR NEEDED TO FILE COMPLAINT IN DC SUPERIOR COURT AGAINST FORMER LANDLORD OF SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT WHO FAILED TO REMEDY NUMEROUS HOUSING CODE VIOLATIONS. The former owner of the client’s apartment failed to make critical repairs to the unit’s plumbing, floor, wall, ceiling, electricity, and exterior structure.  The previous owner further failed to exterminate the unit to remove insects. The client incurred a $3,000 loss due to damaged possessions. The senior complained repeatedly about these major defects to her unit, which expressly violated the D.C. Housing Code, but she continued to pay her rent.  After a new owner acquired the apartment in about April of 2013,  LCE Attorney Jennifer Berger convinced the new landlord to remedy the housing code violations by making the necessary repairs. The aggrieved senior now seeks a pro bono attorney to file a lawsuit against the former landlord for a rent reduction and damages. The former landlord failed to respond to Ms. Berger’s 8/16/13 letter demanding repairs. About $40,000 of rent could be at issue because the law allows the tenant to receive a rent reduction for three years back, and the rent was between $470 to $508.  Furthermore, the law provides that the DC Housing Authority can seek reimbursement for the subsidized share of the rent. 

LEGAL AID SOCIETY – Contact Jodi Feldman, jfeldman@legalaiddc.org, for more information about these cases.  Please note that cases have been renumbered here, so do not refer to cases by numbers listed here.

1.  APPLICANT SEEKS REPRESENTATION TO DEFEND EVICTION ACTION AND PURSUE COUNTERCLAIMS AS APPROPRIATE WHERE SHE HAS WITHHELD RENT SINCE NOVEMBER 2012 DUE TO UNLIVABLE CONDITIONS IN HER APARTMENT.   FURTHER INITIAL RETURN SET FOR SEPTEMBER 27, 2013, BUT PRO BONO COUNSEL CAN GET INVOLVED AFTER THAT DATE.   The applicant is 60 years old and lives with her two adult children.  They moved into their current apartment in April 2012.  The rent is $725/month.  The applicant’s landlord recently filed an eviction action alleging nonpayment of rent.
 
The applicant acknowledges that she has not paid rent since November 2012 due to the conditions of the apartment.   According to the applicant, about two weeks after her family moved in, there was heavy rain and a window fell in and hit her daughter’s head.  The landlord sent someone to fix the window two weeks later, but the repair was not adequate.  Trees branches now are coming through the window.  There also is significant mold and water damage surrounding the window.  Their applicant and her daughters have become sick due to the mold.
 
There are other significant problems with the apartment, as well.  Raw sewage and other debris leaks into the applicant’s apartment from a bathroom in an upstairs unit.  There is rodent and roach infestation.  The ceiling has fallen in multiple places.  There are holes in the floor large enough to stick one’s hand in.   Water gathers in the light fixture wells and in the smoke detector.
 
The applicant reports that she has been unable to set aside the rent money she has withheld because she has to pay other people rent to allow her family to stay with them.  She stays in her apartment only as a last resort when she cannot find somewhere else to stay.  The applicant needs hip replacement surgery, but she has had to delay the surgery because she doesn’t have a stable living situation and a place to safely recover. 
 
Procedural Status:  An initial return was set for September 13, 2013, but the case has been continued, all rights reserved, for a further initial return on September 27.   Pro bono counsel can get involved after that date.   (X-13-27660)



ARCHDIOCESAN LEGAL NETWORK - Contact James Bishop, James.Bishop@catholiccharitiesdc.org for more information about these cases.

1.  DC Case 13-310 Insurance Matter: When "Lucy" and her husband were married, AETNA was their insurance carrier. Lucy and her husband divorce in 2011. As a consequence, she was forced to get her own insurance and enrolled with United Healthcare. 

Recently, Lucy learned that AETNA still carries her as their insurance enrollee. AETNA has refused to terminate Lucy's coverage with them. Lucy needs an attorney to help her negotiate with AETNA so that her coverage with them can be terminated.  She is now enrolled with Amira Health. AETNA states that Lucy owes them enrollment fees.


